SEPTEMBER 6, 1914, )

- Y = L u SR Y o ety

War Prove Christia

What the Religious
Press Has to Say
Concerning the Or-
ganized and Wicked
Slaughter That Di-
rectly Controverts
All the Teachings of

the “Prince of Peace”

IS charge has heen made that the out-

I break of the svast Ewropean  confilet

proves Christianity to be a failure —in
Europe, at least. And one volelng of this charge
le found in the article that leads the interest-
ing symposium on this page.

It is. of courze, indisputable that Jesus
Christ taught peace—"peace on carth, good
will to men” = the essence of his doctrines.
The nations that are at war are Christian na-
tions which for hundreds of vears have listencd
to the teachings of the Saviour expounded in
their churches. 'They have pious rulers; tho
Czar invekes Diety and wars In the name of
Christ and Holy Ruszia; the Kaiser reverently
annoutices that Deity i= nith the Germans and
the Wines of England and of Belgium do Lthe
Eame thing,

Yel it is certaln that the Savieur abhorred
war and preached not only peace, but nen re-
eistance. How cun the actlons of the Christian
countries be reconciled with their profession
of Christian faith,

Upan this poiut the following comments on
the war taken from the editorial pag of tha
leading denominational publications in America
are extromely interesting.

"FAILURE OF CHRISTIANITY."
The American Hcbrew, August 14,
HE London Jewish World dated Aucust 5,
just before England deelared war against
tiermany, contained _an  excellent  editorial
pointing to the failure of Christianity in the
preseut erists,  The World sald:
“As we write the air is burdened with war
s oof war, Vast armies are mob-

snd the threa &
Nizdng, warching and counter-marching,  ‘The
volee of diplomaey is hushed to a whisper al-
most,  And mien are asking not whether the
crimeon tide of shughter can be stayved, but
how mueh of the sorld’s territory I'E in be
permitted 1o dye.  The *Armageddon, 80 long
prophesicd, scoma at last at hand, and I-_m;:.-rm
jooks as if it wonld, in the historic [.‘|.'I_I‘IIIF-!'!, rat
tle into barbareism,' aud the sun of civilization
ecl in a sea of blood.

“As we ponder those things we ash (|}1rpcl\'ra
whethier we do indecd dHve under a Christian
civiligation under the Supreme dispensalion

of the ‘Prinee of Poace.’ 1s this all that two,

wrs of Christianity, driven ahead
of wll opposition and over the

thousund
in the teet

bodles ol countless nyrinds of artyrs, can
accomplish tor wen?  Has this creed, \\!ih all
the endless misery and suffering that it bas

entailed, done nothing after all but lend the
nationg (o the breigk of spiritual bankeuptey
aud material min?

“rhe Christlan erecd stands confessed to-
day before all men as g horrible and ghastly
fui-lurn-. A fafth whose cornerstone is broth-
crlyv penee but whose prie Lhiave blessed the
cannop and the battleship and turned a con-
titent into s ereiat cunip bristling with sicel,
was alrowdy suspeect, it now that nearly all
{15 chief votaries have sprong st one another's
throjls, o acal fury has scized on the
Christinn e vglen  of reason asks:

Catl thic bareewcited, the principles of which
connl for so fittle in practise, saevive the ox-
posare?  Has not the worldl had o surfeft ot
hollow  mockeries? Mockeries, to be sure!
The religion whose own adheorents turn their

vities: into st Mes ds still preached to Jews
az the indigpensable Key 1o salvation, and rivers
of gold are =0t flowing to aceclerate conviction
Do, for God's sake, and the sake of conimon
decency, et us have an end to this intolerable
and hateful busine b Christianity eannot
sunrd it own ohildren, 1ot i at ; coasn
th prate to Jowe of its spicitual blessing: In
the welter of blood and i * 1ot us, for merey's

eake, have done with

and keep a
clean tongue”

WAR-—-FOR WHAT?
Christian Herald, Aug. 25, 1914,

N Europo to-day seven eountrics are cugaged

in bloody warfare FOR WITAT ?

Saventeen millinn nien have been called from
their peaceful vocutions and are engaged in
try¥ing lo slnughter one anotlior-—pFOR WHAT?

OF these seventeen million eter thiriy thou-
fand  bave  already  boen  murdered,—IPOR
WIHAT?

Whereiore 1t follows that ‘over thirly thou
eand wives, mothers and olildren have heen
berenveld of husband, sou  or father.—FOR
WiHATT?

i'h

caple |

pirtriots of 5% went to war for a prin:
eatablizlnee of which had an imme-
digle  effect  upon  their pocketbooks, thetr
pride, and an ultingite resalt in npbuilding the
whole ceuntry, When the war in Furope |a
OVET CVOeryY [erson Hirvives will be poorer,
every moral sense blunted, every sense of jus-
tice dulled-—the progress of civilization re-
tarded no one knows how many years,—FOR
WHAT?

Ak the poten

s who sit upon the thronns,
A=k the wastr whose personnl agprandize-
ment 18 being redred upon () grief of the
neople. Ask the spirit of militarism that hov-
cre like a vampire over the uplitt of humanity.
Ask the diplomats who might have previentoed
it, but did not Agk the people themselves in
the pame of common sense why and for what
purpose a crime of such enormity ghould be
permitiod

The present war (s one that will make the

nity a Failure?

= at

Cirist on the Battlefield—From the Painting by He
Ui Contt

whole worlid think. Those who moek at peacs
will point Lo this war as conclusive evidenca
that peace is & tanatical dream and immoens
urably far off. ‘The reverse is true, however,
for the war now in progross supplies the
Etrongest arswmment in favor of peace, [t cone-
pels men to think of the unspeakable folly of
nations which, in all of their hest interests,
ehould not be foes bt friends and fellow mem-
hers of a great brothierhooml, Yet we find them
armed to the teeth by the system, to slay each
other,

Further. the war must make fhe world think
of the onerous and needless losses that are
nflicted not only on the participants, but on
olther nations as well, whe are not even re-
motely involved, And all who are not blinded
by interest or prejuldice must recognize the
kcll-evident trath tiat rivalry in armament ia
noconstant provociation to war. loss and euffer-
Ing: that the control of a huge fghting ma-
chine hy an ambitious or selfish power is a
constant peril to humanity, aml to the whole
world's pence aml progress.

Thought 1 the mother of actfon. Thers s
Elrong reason to hope that the ceumbrous
wnd wicked sysitem of armaments now Pt
Ing, and whi lins made the present war pos
gible, may at no distant day, in obedience to
the demand of civilization, become a thing of
the past, 1 will not be relinguished without
#ostrugele. hut it is a stragegle worth making
Itussin, the principal aggressor in the present
conflict, will not readily give up her dream of
Balkan territory amd a sea front on the Medi
terrncan: Austeia, France, Germany and Eng-
nd will eling 1o their old ideals. But world
sentiment will teivmph in the end. Let the
friends of poneo take cournge

THE STAKE--CIVILIZATION.

The Independent, August 17.
l.\' the face of indubitable faets of history,
how ernss fs thie conteution of those
writers who say that the genius for political
organization which has ereated the states of
muodern I s o unique guality of the Teuy
tonic m Westorn civilization, including
s politienl oreani ion, its law, its Hierature,
art and selenee, is o creation, az the eciviliza

‘tons of Greceo mud of Home were ereations, of

that fortultons blend of Mediterranean und
Celtie, Danubian and Baltic stocks which has
been most perfectly aclhicved in France and
the Netherlands, Great Britain and the United
Statos,

It i5 then no accldent, it is he NOCOSEATY
consequence of thousands of vears of hie ory
that these people and no others, have mnps-
tered the problom of the demoeratic imperivm,
They alone have seen how 1o combine palitical
taliesion with popnlar sovercignty and individ
Wl Hbepety,  Greecce arappled with this problem,
hitt «He was too simall and wealk and loo s00N

averwhelpied Romge  broadencd the founda-
Hotiz of praciical experiment by doveloping
law and adininistration. On these foundations

tirat demaodcratic eivitization whiel is the hope
of mankind to-day i< bullt,

This elvilization Is this hour in peril. It Ia
the stalke. the real siake, the ouly real stake
In the awial wianie of war that 15 boing play ed,

This ds the answer (o those writers and
Anolos vho wonld have ns belleve that
Kngla ks done o monst rons g, bas tieen

A trtor to her own race, has raised a fratri-
cidal hand, inocnsting her lot with France
dgainst the militaristic absolutism of the Ger-
min  Government.  Whether sueir writers are
Iznorant, or intend to deccive, is of little con-
stuence,  The thing they say, the thing they
Write, 15 nol true.

For the German people Americans have only
admiration and respect, anid no nation on earth
W extend to them a readicr good will and a
rous co.operation than Ameriea shall,
when the ¥ comes for them (o snt about the
skool building & republican civil Getion,

MOCKING OF CHRIST'S SPIRIT.
America (Catholic Review), Augqust 15,
N.\TIU.\"S. HKke men, live by {denls. 17 these

be lofty, the nation i= noble: if they be
base, the nation is base. The reason s clear.
Deliberate action follows thouzht, tukes color
frem thought, 5 directed by thoucht, As na
nation thinks, so 1 nation acts.  If justice and
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monment hurl

mnoral adeantage

o such miisery.

.. gplirit will ceaze,

IN THE SADDLE,
Chrizstian Advocate, August 6.

international
to natne any

pEyelologicdl we

AL
vnpiny men.  Probably few
18 oulrggooUs

WINLING provoo:
he world ig stageered

International
O question among clvil-
i ol a Peace Con-

Inlquity should have

Hague tribunals,

Towned hends of Europe who are
g vickoedness were tha

ve heen hroken.
Europe and for-
dccountible for the deluge
tn. and speedily bring

to naught the muachi of cruel men,

A MONSTROUS GROWTH.
The Churchman, August 15.

Ing now, and the more
! dynastic jeal

huries with 1, the freer will the Jleld be for
the growth of a real peaca which can only
rave fis roo in' the hrotherhood of man.

Progiee we wignt, bt it must be a peace, not

a mere ahsenee of actanl hostilities covering o
septhing dopth of sospicion, batred, eavy and
femt IT by wome miraele the muarehing hosts
could he turped back to-day; if the hunting

1
1 osf could he deawn Lion to their
fn I it the emperars who have claimed

s thicir appeals to forece eould
1o countermand thele
wanton orders (or death and desteoction, It
aing a miserable ceortainty that the state

i tenston wonkd vet exist, the garrisona
o inten ! Lbonndar! wonld not be re-
d, the makine of guns and explosivea
waould not cease, the tail of the farmer and
the wmechanie woilil still he taxed more and
moare heavily fer the up) of these mon-
armias an iled-bira d penerial stafts,

antd the tenslon Il shr continue o grow
—with ' an added e o of distrast In the recent-
Iy demonstrated futility of int ttional guar
AnieEcs or noilona ;11'.'.|_--j., 3.
As long a8 any nation or
apm el power or

1100

anv. soveraign In
e will to dev-

¢ un ng neighbor, as Germany
done t in or to plunge n continent

i with w I striit hns dona

to Eutone, so long 0 In the real
eense of the word 4 soeinl img ility. Peuace,
N e not a peace whiech within its
hosom  the seeds ol perpeiual . whether
hidden or opei. Poerece, arain v but ot a

peaee whiech s simply the ingenious Lialanes
ing on the point of the bayonet a soap-bubble
which Is bound to burst

Qut of this destriction may vet come forth
brotherhoold.  The people of Germany do not
hate the people of FPrance any me than the
eonle. of Englind hate the people of Austria,
And pechaps when the princes and the war
vabined the monster guns and the high-
Hrvor exmostves gl ithe bombdropping aero:
planes Lave thoroushly and absolutely demon-
ELFato heie neapacity to preserve prace or
1o pr te International amity the peoples will
tik« r own hinds. Let [t
he 1 and fruitful, that wa
OUT i t and not that mers
* peace which has so long gone by

HE mavme.

ALWAYS THE PEOPLE PAY,
The Congregationalist, August 13.

Ai-'l}il: all the terrible lessons of the ages

st oven with the devastated sl bleed-
Wi Balkans before them, could not the masters
of war and emperors who are respon=ibile for
thi= conflict realize that the most Irecions posg.
Hs b= at wny nation are its men, wonmen and
childion, that the homes are the bulwurks of
 uation, that civilization advanees only in
peitee while wir destrovs their host and breeds
barbarism? Uave they not learned the blight-
ME curse tha! comes from raee hatred which
the spirit of war inflames? But is not war
inevitahle among those whose chiel business
15 preparation for war if thelr purposes are
tuled by a Napoleonie ambition?

While the war lords sate their lust for power
and g t domain the people pay the terrible
price —alwiays the people Py,

In our horror and dismay that a great war
mvolving all Enrope and menncinz all the na-
tions of the world, should be began se ruthless-
I¥, we might despair of the onwurd course of
the Kingdom of Rigliteousness, Bul we must
not lose our fai in God. Even the blind am-
bition and brutal warfare of worldly monarchs
shall be made to serve God's mirposes. The
cinse aof justice and righteousness js coming
to its own. In recent years democracy has
mide steady and rapid progroess throughout
the world, especially in Eurape.

The gaspel of demecrady, world bratherhood
and worlid peace is proclaimed by the prophets
of the twentieth eentury. The prephet’s vision
is breaking upon the multitude, upon those
who do ihe world’s work and fight the world's
battles. They are beginning to realize the
price they have to pay for manarchy, the price
they have te pay for war, They realize as
never belore their right and their power to rule

tireat Dritain Rights Ilescervoa.

thems=alyes. The war w!ll bring the world nea
In the downfall of all mouparchles. The aw
cost of war In Ufe and property, the staggerl
burden of armaments and war dobts will in
I¥ force their lesson home., Demoeracy w
Sweep mway the thrones that once were hd
fn reverence.  Peace with ltg preclous fru
will be sought as far better than all the glo
of the blooddrenchied battlefields.  Then
ehull see our dreams come true, Justice
twoeen natlons as now lF'T.\\'l"l'_‘l'.I. man ﬂﬂd m
wiil he and enforeed In peaceful t
(U whole wide world,

Our ewn nation occuples remarkable vanta
groiind in the predent erisia. 1t Is highly I
rertant that we ghonld malntain our neulrs
Ity and perform all poesible ministries in t
cause of n ity¥,  The steps taken by o
Fovernment thus far have been wise and rig
and we may he able to render the most divine
led service in lelping to establish early af
i 18 peace,

Let us stand, therefore, sateadfast and firm
the falth and pray without ceasing that t
war may end speedily, and that after the w
may coma the enduring peace of democrac
brotherhood and righteousness.

IS IT ARMAGEDDON?
The Preshyterian, August 5.
TFIF: Book of Revelatlon deseribes a batt
which is tn tuke place between the kind
of the earth and of the whole world, It cal
this battle Armageddon, a Hebrew name. Ci
illzition I= looking now upon one of tha gres
est, if not the greptest, confliet of tha agd
a5 it sways in the balance between returnlng
peaee or zoing forth to carnage. Can thi
be the fulfillment of the prophecy of Reve
tion? No one ean gay. The study of prophe
does npot include prediction, God keeps th
times and seasons in his own hands. Ha w)
undertakes to fix or determine them advertls
fisown andachty and hardened infidelity. Whi
the promised events come we shall know the
bur they shall arrive without warning. O
regponsibility is to be ready for them at a
time. =57 -

‘I'he nations have haen glving themselves
matevial things, ta lnxury, to prize-fighting, ajy
all forms of eoarse and frivelous pleasure. Th
have hecome definnt. They have laughed. D
fection of faith has appeared in the chure
Most persistons, determined and even boast
effort has been made to teach the all-suf
cieney of man.

Mr. Carnegie attempta to buy peace wi
money, but he his not the price. Only t
Prince of Perce can hring peace, and Mr, Cs
negie and his [ollawers hove no room for hi
Mr. Carnegie would snateh education from L
hand of the Church and then would change h
and use ber for the purpose of making wa
to cease,

The war ery of all Kurope has changed ¢
this. The prize-ights coase, The rmaller col
tentions zive way; the lines of plepsure a
stispended; travel Is arrested; (he stock o
changes are closed; people tremble, and all |
terest eentres in the portending war cloud.

With war already bogun, it will mean L
coming of our Lord personally to many a s
dier whom he will meer in ndement, It m
medn the coming of our Lord in a mirked v
tation as he came to the Jows in Jerusale
The unbelief of this age calls for something
this kind. It may moun the great finnl Seco
Coming of onr lord, to assert lis Kingsh
and complete His Kingdom. But of Lthis we ey
not spealk conclusively. Jut the loud eal)
this hour is the ecall to repenlance, to fail
and 1o obedience. The call should be fi
heard by the Chureh, for there will the jud
ment begin, The Church in her faith, her se
ices and her method has suffered large deld
Lion.

The world and worldly men have weaken
hier, and her ambition has been her own glo
rather than the praise, worship, obedlence a
expectation of her King, \Whatever may
the outcome and course of the present w
omens, let the Church profit by the grave pd
gibilities, and out of them arise to a more vil
orous faith, mode definite reliance upon t#
plun and gospel of Christ and to a more fal
{ul, constant and consistent watching,




